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all schools pupils are expected to write essays but, curiously enough, essay-reading and essay-writing are
taught but little. In spite of that neglect, the essay is so altogether natural and spontaneous in spirit, so intensely
personal in expression, and so demanding of excellence of prose style, that it is the form, par excellence, for
consideration in school if teachers are to show pupils much concerning the art of writing well. The essay is to
prose what the lyric is to poetry - complete, genuine and beautiful self-expression, or better still, self-revelation.
Most of the writing done in schools is straightforward narration of events, without much, if any, attempt to
show personal reactions on those events - mere diary-like accounts, at best; mechanical descriptions that aim
to present exterior appearance without attempting to reveal inner meanings or to show awakened emotions;
and stereotyped explanations and arguments drawn, for the most part, from books of reference or from slight
observation. Beyond all this mechanical work lies a field of throbbing personal life, of joyous reactions on all
the myriads of interests that lie close at hand, of meditations on the wonders of plant and animal life, of
humorous or philosophic comments on human nature, and of all manner of vague dreams and aspirations
aroused by Such sights as youthful poets dream On summer eves by haunted stream. About the Publisher
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