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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ******Includes pictures *Explains the design of the Apollo program and
investigations into what went wrong *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading
*Includes a table of contents There s always a possibility that you can have a catastrophic failure, of course; this
can happen on any flight; it can happen on the last one as well as the first one. So, you just plan as best you can
to take care of all these eventualities, and you get a well-trained crew and you go fly. - Gus Grissom, December
1966 The Apollo space program is the most famous and celebrated in American history, but the first successful
landing of men on the Moon during Apollo 11 had complicated roots dating back over a decade, and it also
involved one of NASA s most infamous tragedies. Landing on the Moon presented an ideal goal all on its own,
but the government s urgency in designing the Apollo program was actually brought about by the Soviet
Union, which spent much of the 1950s leaving the United States in its dust (and rocket fuel). In 1957, at a time
when people were concerned about communism and nuclear war, many Americans were dismayed by news
that the Soviet Union was successfully launching satellites into orbit. Among those concerned was President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, whose space program was clearly lagging a few years behind the Soviets space
program. From 1959-1963, the United States worked toward putting satellites and humans into orbit via the
Mercury program, but Eisenhower s administration was already designing plans for the Apollo program by
1960, a year before the first Russian orbited the Earth and two years...
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