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Excerpt: .If tartar emetic, taken into the stomach, causes
vomiting, causes the stomach to empty itself, then, if there is
any thing in the stomach which we want out of it, it is a very
natural conclusion that tartar emetic is good for making the
stomach stand and deliver. It came by degrees to be noticed
that opium caused sleepiness if swallowed; a million times
opium was swallowed, and a million times were the recipients
made sleepy; hence the very natural inference that opium was
good for putting a man to sleep; and when men want to go to
sleep, they know that they can do so if they swallow a little
opium. Hence the various things which are used for remedies
in disease have come by degrees into use--some by accident,
others by induction, and all more or less relied upon. The
general idea...
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