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Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1865 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER Ill. EFFECTS OF RECENT SCIENTIFIC CONCEPTIONS
ON PHILOSOPHY. HOWEVER earnestly we may contend for such a notion of Philosophy as shall keep up the
tradition of it as something more than Science, yet the perpetual liability of Philosophy to modifications at the
hands of Science is a fact obvious to all. Not a new scientific discovery can be made, not a new scientific
conception can get abroad, but it exercises a disturbing influence on the previous system of thought,
antiquating something, disintegrating something, compelling some re-adjustment of the parts to each other,
some trepidation of the axis of the whole. Sometimes the action is almost revolutionary. What a derangement
in men s ideas about everything whatsoever, what a compulsion to new modes of thinking and to new habits of
speech, must have been caused by the propagation of the Copernican Astronomy! What a wrench to all one s
habits of thought, to be taught that the little ball which carries us rotates on itself, and is one of a small
company of celestial bodies that perform their periodical wanderings round the sun, in lieu of the older
astronomical faith, according to which the earth was fixed in the centre, and the limitless azure with its fires
was one vast spectacular sphere, composed of ten successive and independent spherical transparencies, made
to wheel round the earth diurnally for her solitary pleasure! Man s thoughts, even about himself and his
destinies, could not but...
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