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. . 11 number of people who have been dropped from the rolls, but that should not be the measure of success.
What we should be talking about is the number of people who have been able to move out of poverty. As we
prepare to again reauthorize welfare reform, I sin-cerely hope that we will remember the lessons learned over
the past 8 years. One lesson, of course, is that a strong economy can make some of the complexities of welfare
reform go away. During the boom of the mid-1990s, there were jobs for people when they leE welfare. Today,
many of those people are going back onto wel-fare because the economy is no longer creating the same
opportuni-ties. Which leads me to my first priority - education and training. These priorities are key to
successful welfare reform. I believe strongly that going to school - getting General Educational Devel-opment (
GED ), learning English as a second language, attending a community college, getting an advanced degree -
must satisfy the work requirements under this or any new bill. We need to give peo-ple the chance to receive an
education and to learn the skills that will allow them to earn a living that will support their families. My second
priority is adjusted benefits based on the cost of living in a particular community. Welfare recipients in my
district of Marin and Sonoma counties in California - where rents can begin...
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