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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.For either individual or communal
prayer and meditation, for each prayer, this book provides -- (a) Hebrew or Aramaic Jewish text in both Hebrew
and transliterated Roman orthography, (b) literal or almost literal English translation, (c) expressive, free,
penetrating, or poetic English rendering that reveals some of the deeper allusions or meanings, and (d)
commentaries. About a third of the book comprises selections that may be bases for meditation. From the
author s preface: quot;As I prepared this book, I tried to picture readers whom I might be addressing. One such
is a young adult who feels coerced to attend a prayer service. I hope to provide that reader with content that
will help her or him feel that attending the service is not time wasted. Another (or possibly another part of the
same) reader is one who has been ill treated, perhaps because of the reader s gender or gender preference, or
perhaps because of some other physical or cultural baggage carried by the reader or others. I hope to point
toward a path that moves from blaming to cooperative problem solving, and transcends both rebellion against
and submission to coercive authority, oJering compassion, forgiveness, reconciliation, release, and
understanding to both oppressors and the oppressed.quot; Selected excerpts from the commentaries in this
book: quot;Strictly monotheistic Judaism regards body and spirit as dual aspects of one creation by the one
and only God, and so considers erotic pleasure, in an appropriate setting, to be a holy blessing.quot; quot;Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel said we should live life as if it were a work of art.quot; quot;Rabbi Zalman Meshullam
Schachter-Shalomi, a founder of the Jewish Renewal movement,...
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