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Excerpt: . The curious come for an hour or so from Ostende
but do not spend the night. There is a sense of emptiness and
tragedy which cannot be dispelled. Some sort of unit of British
troops does duty instead of police and is posted to various
guards, the sentries being however without rifles. The soldiers
in their sixth year impart a certain liveliness. A party of them at
night coming down the middle of the street singing One word
of thine, Tell the world you arc mine, And the world will be
dearer to me in a full-throated chorus wakens echoes from
dark corners of the ruins. There is music and dancing in
favoured taverns. The returned Belgians do not perhaps
belong naturally to the atmosphere of the sublime. They love
beer and sociality. They will make their money by some means-
-they are not...
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