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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Evolution of the
University: First Annual Address Before the Alumni Association of
the University of Nebraska, June 11, 1889 Institutional history is
of peculiar value because within its sphere - by no means a
narrow one - it constitutes an unusually trustworthy and
unbroken record of social and intellectual progress. An
institution is as truly a living organism as is a plant or an animal.
It germinates, flourishes, or decays as do the ideas, sentiments,
and desires of which it is the outward expression. Its phases of
growth conform to natural and ascertainable laws; and the
teacher of history does well when he constructs the major part
of his curriculum on the solid basis of political organizations.
Here, at any rate, his method may be rigidly scientific. What he
loses in breadth, if indeed he lose anything, is more than
counterbalanced by depth and precision. Social embryology
and animal embryology present similar phenomena to the
observer. And, while the naturalist necessarily treats his subject
from the historical point of view, the student of comparative
institutions...
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