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John Wiley and Sons Ltd, United Kingdom, 2001. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 228 x 154 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. This book provides a clear and practical guide to semantics, syntax and discourse
analysis specifically for those working with psychotic patients. The opening chapter discusses the
characteristics and diagnosis of schizophrenic speech and demonstrates how the traditional terms used to
characterize disordered schizophrenic speech, such as vague , incoherent , ambiguous , containing confused
references etc., are too subjective and imprecise to describe accurately the exact nature of the speech and the
ways in which it is disordered. The second chapter gives examples of actual speech samples from
schizophrenics. These are examined structurally, and an exact analysis of how such speech differs from normal
speech - even normal speech which is vague, incoherent etc. - is offered. Since this analysis includes not only
phrases and sentences but also entire discourses, other characteristics of schizophrenic speech, such as flight of
ideas and apparent rambling, are also discussed. From this exact analysis precise diagnostic criteria and rating
scales can be constructed which enable the therapist to measure the severity of the speech disorder and to
determine whether or not it is schizophrenic. In the third chapter the actual mechanisms of speech production
involved in disordered speech are shown by reference to the analyses in chapter two, and explanations for the
syndrome of speech errors in schizophrenia are offered. Chapter four addresses the question of whether or not
schizophrenic speech is simply highly creative - so much so that people have difficulty understanding it. It
discusses how words can normally be used in new ways to effect new meanings, how new words are formed
and used, how metaphors and other figures of speech are created normally, and how these processes go...
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